Lab Report Checklist

SCIENCE PROCESS

Purpose/ Hypothesis
· You have explained what you are trying to find out, and it is something that can be found out in a school lab.

· Your hypothesis makes sense and you have explained why this is your prediction of what will happen (using the information you know about the topic).  **(If…Then…statement)**
Materials

· Your materials list includes everything that could possibly be needed for the lab.  
· Your materials list included quantities for each material needed.
Procedure

· Your procedure steps are in the correct order and clearly describe what you need to do so that anyone could repeat your lab EXACTLY.
· Step 1 is to “gather materials” and your last step is to “clean up”.
· You have included diagrams (with labels) to help understand what you need to do.

· You have included very detailed safety tips and helpful hints so people won’t make mistakes.

· You have made sure you are only testing one variable and ALL of the others are kept the same.

Data/ Observations

· Your measurements are correct and include labels (such as centimeters or seconds).

· You have put your measurements or observations into a scientific table, graph, or labeled picture.

· You have included every detail of what you saw happening (no inferences).

· You have shown any math work you did.

· You have written a paragraph which explains what your data is showing (analyzed your data).
SCIENCE CONCEPTS

Conclusion
· You have used scientific vocabulary (use word wall)
· You have explained (in detail) how the experiment and what we are learning about in class are related.

· You have explained the question for the lab and your hypothesis to that question.
· You have explained whether or not your hypothesis was supported by the data.

· You have identified and explained several sources of error.

· You have explained how the information learned in this lab can be used in the real world.

· You have shared things you’d still like to learn about the topic of the lab, OR you have explained how you’d like to change this particular lab to learn something new.

WRITTEN COMMUNICATION

· You have clearly stated your hypothesis/ purpose and refer back to it throughout your conclusion.
· You used different types of transition statements (“For example…..” or “In addition…..”, etc.) 
· Your report is organized and written so that it flows and makes sense.
· You sound like a scientist throughout the conclusion (you don’t say things like, “This lab was really cool”.) 

· Your report is understandable and keeps the attention of the person reading it.
· You have used your scientific vocabulary correctly.
· You have used all possible data to support your hypothesis (or question if you didn’t have a hypothesis).

· You have no errors in grammar or spelling (this means you edited and proofread!).
· You have used different types of sentences (transition words at the beginning, compound sentences, etc.).
